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“The Australian Government 
has committed to the further 
development of a strong, 
innovative and highly skilled 
industry base that is informed 
by leading-edge research and is 
competitive on the global scale.” 

SENATOR THE HON KIM CARR, 
MINISTER FOR INNOVATION, INDUSTRY,
SCIENCE AND RESEARCH

South Australian Innovation Investment Fund

The A$30 million South Australian Innovation Investment Fund has been established 
to strengthen the State’s economic base and boost investment in innovation in its 
manufacturing and technology-based industries. The fund is part of a comprehensive 
package of investment attraction initiatives and support to workers established by the 
Commonwealth and State governments.

The SAIIF supports eligible new projects in manufacturing and technology-related 
areas that create jobs and promote innovation, with preference to projects in 
Adelaide’s southern suburbs. It will provide grants for eligible capital costs of 
establishing or expanding in Adelaide, for capital projects valued at more than 
A$0.5 million.

Round one of the fund closed in October 2008, with 10 projects awarded a total 
A$15.4 million in funding. The projects have committed to create 450 full-time jobs 
and more than A$67 million in new capital investment. Round 2 of the Fund closed 
on 29 May 2009.

Australian Government Support: 
Programs
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The South Australian Government works in partnership 
with the Australian Government to help companies 
looking to invest in South Australia. 

The State Government helps potential investors to identify business opportunities 
and facilitates rapid and straightforward approvals for new projects. 

South Australia offers a whole-of-government approach to assisting companies invest. 
This approach is flexible and may include – in addition to the Australian Government’s 
services – access to the Department of Trade and Economic Development programs 
and services listed below. In exceptional circumstances, financial assistance (grants or 
loans) may be provided.

Case Management

The Strategic Project Facilitation Unit works with major-project developers to help
establish and develop projects as quickly and efficiently as possible. A ‘major project’ 
is defined as being of significant on-going benefit to the State economy, with a value 
of more than A$5 million. A case manager serves as a single point of contact between 
the developer and all relevant State Government services, and can help identify 
appropriate sites and manage infrastructure arrangements, approval issues, licensing 
and permits, and other processes.

The benefits to the proponents include:

• high-level access to government

• co-ordination of government agencies

• improved certainty and consistency from the regulatory assessment process. 

“South Australia’s capital, Adelaide, 
is Australia’s most cost-competitive 
capital city for business, and among 
the most cost-competitive in the 
world in key industry sectors.
In doing business in South 
Australia, you will also find one of 
the most ‘can do’ governments. 
The professional staff in the 
Department of Trade and Economic 
Development will help facilitate 
your investment and tailor a range 
of business support services to meet 
your needs and case-manage your 
development in South Australia.”

BRIAN CUNNINGHAM,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT 
OF TRADE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

South Australian Government Support: 
Programs 
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International Market Development

The International Market Development Unit is responsible for stimulating South 
Australia’s economy through the attraction of new investment, development of trade 
opportunities, and assistance with skilled and business migration. The unit provides an 
integrated approach for companies to obtain advice and assistance to establish and 
develop their operations in the State.

The Major Developments SA Directory highlights significant developments in the State.

www.southaustralia.biz 

Regional Development Infrastructure Fund

This fund offers financial support towards the provision of infrastructure that
will promote economic development in regional South Australia. Projects eligible for 
support will contribute towards targets outlined in South Australia’s Strategic Plan and 
deliver economic outcomes such as investment, employment, a contribution to Gross 
State Product, exports or import replacement.

Industry Capability Network South Australia (ICNSA)

The ICNSA provides investors and major project proponents with a free sourcing 
service to identify Australian manufacturers capable of supplying items that would 
otherwise be imported. ICNSA is able to match buyer needs with supplier capacities, 
identify capability gaps and technology transfer opportunities, and assist with local 
sourcing and supplier registration for major projects. 

The ICNSA can also assist companies to access government contracts when Industry 
Participation Plans are required.

The ICNSA is a prescribed authority recognised by the Australian Customs Service to 
assist companies with applications for tariff concession orders or the enhanced project 
by-law scheme. Services are strictly confidential.

www.icnsa.org.au
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Staff relocation/immigration assistance

The South Australian Government participates in a range of programs that provide 
businesses with options to fill positions through international and interstate skilled 
migration programs.

State-specific and regional migration schemes enable employers to recruit skilled 
workers from overseas. These state-specific and regional migration schemes are 
processed as a priority by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship.

The “Make the Move” program promotes employment and lifestyle opportunities 
available in South Australia to attract skilled professionals from interstate and 
overseas. Businesses may participate with the South Australian Department of 
Trade and Economic Development in expos interstate and overseas to promote 
job opportunities. Additionally, information kits can be supplied online to those 
considering moving to South Australia, introducing them to opportunities in the State. 
Factsheets may be downloaded by registering on www.migration.sa.gov.au, and 
employers may post jobs on this site.

The South Australian Government provides a range of services to eligible skilled and 
business migrants to help with arrival and early settlement. Services may include airport 
meet-and-greet, assistance with transfers, accommodation, local information and skills-
recognition services. 

www.migration.sa.gov.au 

Premises South Australia Scheme

On behalf of the State Government, the Land Management Corporation (LMC)
operates the Premises SA Scheme, which packages land, building, finance and tenure 
arrangements, providing direct support to companies expanding or initially setting
up in South Australia.

The Scheme has become a key incentive in encouraging development and growth, 
thereby generating employment opportunities.

www.lmc.sa.gov.au



KEY STATISTICS 

Gross State Product31 A$73.3 billion

Merchandise exports32 A$10.3 billion

Merchandise imports33 A$7.3 billion

Private business investment34 A$9.3 billion

Employment35 781,100 average

PROPORTION OF TOTAL GSP BY INDUSTRY36

Services 57.7%

Manufacturing 13.6%

Agriculture 4.5%

Mining 4.4%

Other 19.8%

SA MAJOR EXPORTS37 

Metals A$2.57 billion

Wine A$1.85 billion

Road vehicles, parts & accessories A$1.49 billion

Wheat A$582 million

Meat & meat preparations A$473 million

Petroleum, coal & gas A$348 million

SA MAJOR EXPORT DESTINATIONS38

East Asia 39%

United States 18%

European Union 15%

Middle East 9%

New Zealand 6%

Rest of world 13%

31. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 5220.0, 2007-08
32. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 5368.0, 2007-08
33. Ibid.
34. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 5220.0, 2007-08
35. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 6202.0 (trend), 2007-08
36. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 5220.0, 2007-08
37. Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 5368.0, 2007-08
38. Ibid.

South Australia: 
At a glance



South Australian Government
The South Australian Government is committed to 
working with your business to ensure that a South 
Australian base provides a competitive edge for you 
over other locations in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Your success is our business. We work with 
potential investors to help them identify the best 
business partners, secure rapid and straightforward 
approvals for new projects and, where appropriate, 
provide tailored financial and other incentives. 

HEAD OFFICE – ADELAIDE 
+61 8 8303 2400
dted@state.sa.gov.au

DUBAI 
+971 4 343 2884 
sagovtme@emirates.net.ae 

CHILE – SANTIAGO 
+562 560 7834
stephanie.glue@austrade.gov.au

HONG KONG 
+852 2588 5317 
alice.jim@austrade.gov.au 

CHINA – JINAN 
+86 531 8601 6567 or 6568 
fion.jia@sagov.org 

CHINA – SHANGHAI 
+86 21 6473 2323 
ken.xu@sagov.org 

SINGAPORE 
+65 6337 2677 
sagov@pacific.net.sg 

INDIA – CHENNAI 
+91 44 4269 4858 
tareen@airtelmail.in 

EUROPE – LONDON
+44 20 7520 9101 
info@south-aus.eu 

www.southaustralia.biz 

Australian Government
The Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) is the Australian Government’s 
trade and investment agency. 

Austrade provides advice on overseas markets, international opportunities 
and Export Market Development Grants to reduce the time, cost and 
risk for Australian businesses in successfully establishing and growing 
their international operations. The agency also promotes Australia’s 
attractiveness as a destination for foreign direct investment.

AUSTRALIAN TRADE COMMISSION (AUSTRADE)

HEAD OFFICE – SYDNEY
Level 23, Aon Tower
201 Kent Street
Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5301
Sydney NSW 2001

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN OFFICE
Ground Floor
50 Hindmarsh Square
Adelaide SA 5000
PO Box 3341
Rundle Mall SA 5000

With offices in more than 115 locations in over 60 countries, Austrade 
provides international businesses with a single integrated point of contact 
for all investment and trade enquiries.

invest@austrade.gov.au

www.austrade.gov.au/invest


